
NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
CABINET – 4 MARCH 2014 
 

Title of report 
LEICESTER AND LEICESTERSHIRE ENTERPRISE 
PARTNERSHIP ECONOMIC PLANS 

Key Decision 
a) Community  Yes 
b) Financial No 

Contacts 

Councillor Tony Gillard 
01530 452930 
tony.gillard@nwleicestershire.gov.uk 
 
Director of Services 
01530 454555 
steve.bambrick@nwleicestershire.gov.uk 
 
Head of Regeneration and Planning 
01530 454782 
david.hughes@nwleicestershire.gov.uk 

Purpose of report 
To provide to Cabinet with an overview of the Leicester and 
Leicestershire Enterprise Partnership’s (LLEP) key strategic plans 
and the links to Council’s local growth plan 

Reason for Decision 
To agree which priority investment projects will be incorporated 
into the Leicester and Leicestershire Enterprise Partnership’s 
Strategic Economic Plan   

Council Priorities 
Business and Jobs 
Homes and Communities 

Implications:  

Financial/Staff 
There are no direct implications at this stage. There may be if 
projects require match funding and investment from the Council. 

Link to relevant CAT Business CAT 

Risk Management 

If North West Leicestershire’s growth projects are not included in 
the Leicester and Leicestershire Enterprise Partnership’s Strategic 
Economic Plan the District will not benefit from significant capital 
investment to stimulate growth.    

Equalities Impact 
Assessment 

None 



Human Rights None 

Transformational 
Government 

Partnership working with Leicester and Leicestershire Enterprise 
Partnership (LLEP), Leicestershire District Councils, the County 
and City Councils, National Forest,  developers, landowners, public 
sector estate bodies (including the Homes and Communities Agency)  
local businesses and their representative bodies. 

Comments of Head of Paid 
Service 

The report is satisfactory 

Comments of Section 151 
Officer 

The report is satisfactory 

Comments of Deputy  
Monitoring Officer 

The report is satisfactory 

Consultees 
Business Growth Forum  
Various Development and Business Interests 

Background papers 
Draft Strategic Economic Plan (SEP) and EU SIF are available on 
the LLEP website http://www.llep.org.uk/SEP 

Recommendations 

THAT CABINET: 

(i) ENDORSES IN PRINCIPLE LEICESTER AND 
LEICESTERSHIRE ENTERPRISE PARTNERSHIP’S 
STRATEGIC ECONOMIC PLAN (SEP), DELEGATING THE 
FINAL APPROVALS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE IN 
CONSULTATION WITH THE LEADER; 

(ii) SUPPORTS THE SUBMISSION OF THE CITY DEAL 
(WHILST THERE ARE STILL FINAL MINOR 
NEGOTIATIONS UNDERWAY WITH CABINET OFFICE), 
DELEGATING THE FINAL APPROVALS TO THE CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE IN CONSULTATION WITH THE LEADER; 

(iii) RECEIVES AN OUTLINE OF THE EUROPEAN 
STRUCTURAL AND INVESTMENT FUNDS (ESIF) 
STRATEGY  

(iv) ENDORSES THE NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE LOCAL 
GROWTH PLAN 

 
    
 
 
 



1. BACKGROUND 

1.1. The Government's response to Lord Heseltine's review of local economic development 
confirmed its commitment to negotiating a Growth Deal with every Local Enterprise 
Partnership (LEP), building on the success of City Deals. Through Growth Deals, Local 
Enterprise Partnerships can seek freedoms, flexibilities and influence over resources from 
Government; and a share of the new Local Growth Fund (LGF) to target their identified 
growth priorities. 

1.2. This Local Growth Fund has been set at over £2bn for the year 2015/16 with a 
commitment to at least maintain this level to 2020/21. In return for these flexibilities, the 
Government will expect evidence of real commitment from Local Enterprise Partnerships 
(LEPs) to the growth agenda, including the development of ambitious, multi-year Strategic 
Economic Plans (SEPs). They also expect the local authority members of LEPs to take up 
the challenge of putting economic development at the heart of all they do and work 
collaboratively across the LEP area. 

2.       STRATEGIC ECONOMIC PLAN (SEP) 

2.1. The Leicester and Leicestershire Local Enterprise Partnership (LLEP) is required by 
central government to submit a Strategic Economic Plan (SEP) by 31st March 2014.  The 
draft SEP seeks to negotiate a Growth Deal with Government of £252m of LGF over the 
period 2015 to 2020 with a request for just over £51m in 2015/16 across three themes of 
Place, Business and People.  

2.2. The LLEP submitted its draft SEP to Government on 19th December 2013. The plan sets 
out the long term economic vision for Leicester and Leicestershire and outlines the 
investment priorities over the period 2014 to 2020.  

2.3. The priorities outlined in the draft SEP are to: 

• Enhance Leicestershire’s role as a major economic centre, with an innovative and 
industrious city at its core 

• Unlock the Leicester Strategic Regeneration Area as a major place of transformation 
creating a thriving, dynamic leading UK City for work, living and cultural activity 

• Attract over £2.5bn private sector investment by 2020 

• Generate 45,000 additional private sector jobs by 2020 (over and above  the Office for 
Budget Responsibility employment estimates) 

• Unleash the innovative potential of our universities and deliver the Loughborough 
Science & Enterprise Parks 

• Further develop the MIRA Enterprise Zone 

• Develop the logistics and distribution sector to create agglomeration effects as far as 
East Midlands Airport and the Strategic Rail Freight Interchange (SRFI) development 
by Roxhill 



• Reduce levels of unemployment by 50% 

• Support 15,000 businesses to accelerate growth and stimulate over 1,000 start ups 

• Develop a skilled workforce to meet current and future economic needs 

• Increase the proportion of the working age population qualified to NVQ4 so that it is in 
line with national figures 

• Increase our GVA from £19bn to £23bn by 2020 

2.4 The Cities Minister, Greg Clark, has provided formal feedback to LEPs on their draft SEPs 
and met with the  LLEP on 6th February 2014.  Each Council has been invited to consider 
and support the draft SEP. The LLEP Board in March will approve the final SEP and it will 
be submitted as a Final Plan on 31 March 2014, with the Award decision likely to be in July 
2014 and funding available from April 2015.   The current version of the SEP is available 
on the LLEP website http://www.llep.org.uk/SEP and will continue to be updated during the 
negotiations with the  Cabinet Office. 

2.5 Due to the timetabling and ongoing negotiations with Government, it is proposed to 
delegate authority to the Chief Executive in consultation with the Leader to approve the 
final SEP. 

3   CITY DEAL  
 
3.1 Leicester and Leicestershire is a diverse and dynamic part of the Midlands and its success 

is integral to driving economic growth in the United Kingdom. The area is home to just 
under a million residents and over 32,000 businesses, many of which are in the 
manufacturing and logistics sectors.  Leicester and Leicestershire also benefits from its 
location at the heart of the UK road network and close proximity to both the second largest 
freight handling airport in the UK and London (by rail). The area provides employment for 
435,000 people and generates an estimated gross value added of £19.4 billion.  

 
Despite these strengths Leicester and Leicestershire faces a series of challenges: more 
than 25,000 jobs were lost between 2008 and 2011 (nearly twice the national average); 
youth unemployment is high within the City of Leicester and parts of the county; and whilst 
70% of small and medium enterprises have plans for growth many find accessing the right 
type of business support is complex. Local businesses also note the difficulties in filling 
their vacancies.  

 
3.2 As part of the area’s wider Growth Strategy the City Deal seeks to tackle these key 

barriers. Over its lifetime the LLEP predicts the City Deal will deliver:   
 

• A new employment scheme targeted at 16-24 year olds that will reduce youth 
unemployment by 50% by 2018, deliver 3,000 new apprenticeships and 1,000 
traineeships and work placements. 

• An innovative new employment and training scheme for young offenders. 

• Improved co-ordination of business support services and a range of innovative 
business support programmes. These will support further growth in Leicester and 
Leicestershire’s small and medium enterprises and contribute to job growth. 



• A new pan-Midlands supply chain initiative that will support the growth of 
manufacturing and engineering small and medium enterprises. 

• New infrastructure that will support the expansion of Loughborough University Science 
and Enterprise Park (providing 8 hectares of new employment land) and unlock a new 
Advanced Technology Innovation Centre. This new centre will create 755 new jobs 
and safeguard a further 400.  

• £30 million of local and national public sector investment. 

• £103 million of private sector investment.  
 
3.3   To assist in achieving these objectives, Government will provide £16m of additional 

funding to complement  local partners  financial contributions and commitments. 
 
3.4  As part of the City Deal negotiations, local authority partners have also committed to the 

following 
 

• Leicester City Council plans to consult on its draft preliminary Community 
Infrastructure Levy schedule in February 2014 with an Examination at the end of 
2014.   

 

• Charnwood Borough Council, Melton Borough Council and North West Leicestershire 
District Council have active Local Plan processes running and will consider 
Community Infrastructure Levy activities as part of these processes.  

 

• Harborough District, Oadby and Wigston, Hinckley and Bosworth and Blaby will 
consider the Community Infrastructure Levy in light of their local market conditions, 
revised regulations and infrastructure requirements. 

 

• All local authorities in Leicester and Leicestershire will work together to upload all 
relevant information onto the e-Pims database. Leicester City Council and 
Leicestershire County Council will upload their information by April 2014 and all district 
councils within Leicestershire will upload their information by December 2014. 

 

• All local authorities in Leicester and Leicestershire will meet with the Government 
Property Unit to discuss local best practice on asset management and their future 
plans in this policy area. 

  
3.5  The successful conclusion of the City Deal with Government demonstrates the capacity of 

local private and public partners to work collaboratively towards the regeneration of the 
Leicester and Leicestershire economy. This partnership approach has also been evident in 
the development of the LLEP’s European Union Structural Investment Funds (ESIF) 
Strategy and the SEP and further reports will be brought to Council or Cabinet on these 
plans. 

 

4. EUROPEAN STRUCTURAL AND INVESTMENT FUNDS (ESIF) STRATEGY 

4.1 The Government has given LEPs a significant role in the next EU Structural Funds 
Programme 2014 -2020 including responsibility for developing an ESIF strategy, selecting 
projects, identifying match funds, and ensuring that spend and outcome targets are 
achieved. The final ESIF Strategy was submitted to Government on 31st January 2014.  



 

5 NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE LOCAL GROWTH PLAN 

5.1 In order to ensure that North West Leicestershire is promoted for economic growth and 
regeneration funding opportunities, many of which in future will be directed through LLEP, 
the Council has developed a Local Growth Plan which has supported the development of 
the SEP.  The LGP is attached at Appendix 1 and outlines initiatives and projects, which 
the Council would wish to promote as LLEP priorities over the next three years. 

 
5.2 The LGP for North West Leicestershire sets out the priorities and objectives which will not 

only drive forward economic growth in the district but will create cross boundary benefits 
across Leicester and Leicestershire. It provides a framework for directing local activities, 
securing inward investment, and raising the confidence of the business sector in local 
delivery. 

 
6. LGP PRIORITIES 
  
6.1 The LGP has been developed with ongoing consultation with local businesses and working 

with the Business Growth Forum.  For projects and initiatives to be successfully 
incorporated into the LLEP SEP they will have to illustrate the following: 

       

• Clear evidence of need and impact  

• Value for money case for intervention – including match funding and/or private sector 
leverage. 

• Deliverability  

• Support from local business. 
 
6.2  Key capital projects and initiatives included in North West Leicestershire’s Local Growth 

Plan include: 
 
Investment in Road Infrastructure to Unlock Growth 
 

• Bardon Urban Extension – Hugglescote Crossroads and link road to Bardon 
Grange. 

• Major Improvements to Flagstaff A42 and M1 J22.  

• Network improvements to ease development pressure around East Midlands 
Airport and Donington – complimenting infrastructure investment proposed by 
Roxhill.  

• Investment in other major housing and employment sites to unlock and accelerate 
development and private investment.   

 
Investment in new technologies to promote business growth  
 

• Promoting environmentally friendly motor sport at Donington Race Track 

• Developing Bio-Fuel project at the National Forest. 
 

 
 
 



Developing a “Property Ladder of Opportunity” 
 

• Investing in the development and expansion of the District’s and County’s portfolio 
of industrial workspace to support start-up businesses and SME growth in Coalville. 

 
Place Based Initiatives 
 

• Supporting regeneration and promotion projects for developing the retail offer of 
Coalville and market towns/villages – open space and public realm projects. 

 
Talent for North West Leicestershire Business 
 

• Mapping and then co-ordination of successful initiatives which are linking youth and 
long term unemployed to employment opportunities in North West Leicestershire   

 
 
6.3 Draft versions of the Local Growth Plan have been used to help inform the development of 

the SEP and Cabinet is now asked to endorse the final version of the Local Growth Plan.  
Once this is endorsed the next steps will be to develop a more detailed action plan related 
to the priority projects. 

 


